Hairy cell leukemia: a clinical, immunological and ultrastructural study. New data for the origin of the hairy cell.
Seven patients presenting with the characteristic clinical and laboratory findings of HCL were investigated mainly in order to find the origin of the HC with histochemical, electron microscopic and immunologic techniques. The results we obtained are somewhat contradictory, as in the recent literature, if the HC's are to the considered as being exclusively of lymphocytic or monocytic origin. The data however indicate that HCL is not of one cell type but two. One of these cells has characteristics of a lymphocyte. The other one, an ill defined cell, has mixed characteristics of both the monocyte and lymphocyte series. This hairy cell may represent a new cell line.